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In Hildegard’s final cosmological summa Liber Divinorum operum she brings together key terms like 

viriditas, caritas, and rationalitas. Viriditas, the Divine life force, is the “greenness of God’s 

finger” (viriditas digit Dei) that burst all creation into being. Love (caritas) is the guiding creation 

principle – the first cause of the world, expressed in a relational act of creation. In the first vision it 

appears as a shimmering illumination of a beautiful figure too radiant to look at, clad in a tunic, 

brighter than the sun, speaking: “I am the supreme life force who has kindled all sparks of 

life” (LDO I. 1). The two-headed figure symbolizes the love of the heavenly father taking on human 

form (caritas), creating and holding the whole universe in motherly embrace. The great “I am” also 

identifies as rationalitas, the breath of the sounding word, through which all creation was made. 

(from Furchert, A. “Hildegard of Bingen.” Wiley-Blackwell Encyclopedia of Philosophy of Religion, 

in print) 

 “I am the supreme and fiery force who kindled every living spark.... As I circled the 

whirling sphere with my upper wings (that is, with wisdom), I ordered it rightly. And I am the 

fiery life of the essence of God: I flame above the beauty of the fields; I shine in the waters; I 

burn in the sun, the moon, and the stars. And, with the airy wind, I quicken all things vitally 

by an unseen, all-sustaining life.... I am Life....  

 Mine is the blast of the resounding Word through which all creation came to be, and I 

quickened all things with my breath....  

 I am Life, whole and undivided—not hewn from any stone, nor budded from branches, 

nor rooted in virile strength; but all that lives has its root in Me.” 

From: Book of Divine Works (LDO). St. Hildegard of Bingen, CUA Press, Oct 16, 2018, p. 33. 



Hildegard of Bingen's illumination from the Liber Divinorum Operum. Ms. 1942 – Lucca, 
Biblioteca Statale. “Cycles / Seasons of life” 


