
Prayer of Hope 
 

Fellow oblates and members of St. Benedict’s monastery, though we are separated 
today by distance, we gather with confident hope in our unity as Christ’s mystical body. 
St. Benedict writes, “Receive me, Lord, as you have promised; do not disappoint me in 
my hope.” (Psalm 118 [119]: 116; ROB 58:21). In this spirit, we pray today in hope for 
ourselves, for the Church, and for our whole world. 
 
✝Oh God, come to my assistance,  
Lord, make haste to help me.  
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,  
world without end, Amen. 
 
A reading from the letter of St. Paul to the Romans (8:22-25): 
 
We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now;  and not 
only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly 
while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. For in hope we were saved. 
Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is seen? But if we hope for 
what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Litany of Hope: 
 
Our response is: “Do not disappoint us in our hope” 
 
Loving Healer, our global community has experienced indescribable suffering during this 
pandemic. Bring healing and an end to this illness. 
 
We pray: Do not disappoint us in our hope. 
 
God of all peoples, our nation is crying out for justice and unity. Bring an end to racial injustice 
and division among us. 
 
We pray: Do not disappoint us in our hope. 
 
Eternal Wisdom, we know that in your Providence, you use all things for good. May we patiently 
await the fulfillment of all things. 
 
We pray: Do not disappoint us in our hope. 
 



God of Might, give us the strength to do your work each day. May we find courage to create 
change in our own local communities. 
 
We pray: Do not disappoint us in our hope. 
 
Ancient One, 1500 years ago you showed your servant Benedict the way of life. Show us the 
way to you in our living of Benedictine practices today. 
 
We pray: Do not disappoint us in our hope. 
 
Holy Spirit, open our minds and hearts today to the messages that have been prepared for us. 
Let us listen with the ear of our heart. 
 
We pray: Do not disappoint us in our hope. 
 

We join together to pray as Jesus taught us: 
  
Our Father who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us, 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
God, bless us with hope as we gather to seek you more fully in our oblate way of life. 
Expand our hearts, so that we may run on the path of your commandments. 
In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
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