
May The Angels Lead Her Into Paradise
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Sister Ione Jesh

Born July 7, 1937
First Monastic Profession 

July 11, 1959
Perpetual Monastic Profession

July 11, 1962
Entered Eternal Life

February 9, 2020

Sister Ione (Jeffrey) Jesh, O.S.B., age 82, died at the St. Cloud Hospital at 6:37 p.m. on February 9, 2020. We 
rejoice with her coming home to God.   

Ione Jesh was born to Othmar and Marcella (Winter) Jesh in Albany, Minn., the third of five children. She 
attended Holy Family Elementary School in Albany and Albany High School.  On September 12, 1957, she 
entered Saint Benedict’s Monastery and was received into the novitiate as Sister Jeffrey on June 17, 1958.  
She made her first monastic profession on July 11, 1959, and her perpetual monastic profession on July 
11, 1962.  She returned to her baptismal name in 1968.  S. Ione celebrated her Golden Jubilee on July 19, 
2009, and her 60th Anniversary on May 4, 2019, with great joy and thanksgiving.  

S. Ione earned a B.A. degree in elementary education with a minor in philosophy and a B.A. degree in 
secondary social studies at the College of Saint Benedict, St. Joseph, Minn. She taught junior high school 
students at St. Ann’s in Wadena (1960-1961), at St. Mary’s in Long Prairie (1961-1963), at Sacred Heart in 
Sauk Rapids (1963-1964), at St. Augustine’s in St. Cloud (1964-1967), at Our Lady of Angels in Sauk Centre 
(1967-1970) and at St. Paul’s in St. Cloud (1970-1974), all in the diocese of St. Cloud. Then, she taught history 
for 19 years at Cathedral High School in St. Cloud where she also served as dean of students for a few years. 
Here, she was recognized for her work in helping to improve the learning environment by developing 
student accountability. Through her efforts, a number of high school students were able to receive help to 
overcome their chemical addictions or were given help with chronic depression.

In 1993, S. Ione became assistant director of the physical plant at Saint Benedict’s Monastery for one year 
before becoming the coordinator of transportation for the monastic community in 1994. In 2001, she was 
asked to be the manager of the Whitby Gift Shop and Gallery. She liked meeting the different people who 
came in to shop and she enjoyed working with artists to put on shows in the gallery. In 2018, S. Ione was 
asked to serve as Communication Associate in Mission Advancement.

S. Ione had a heart for the disadvantaged and volunteered for a summer in South Bronx, N.Y., spent time 
with migrants in western Minnesota and with youth at St. Cloud Children’s Home as well as was active in 
Birthline.    

S. Ione enjoyed various forms of leisure and recreation, including needlework, reading, snowshoeing, fishing 
and camping.  She loved the outdoors and took camping trips to most of Minnesota’s state parks and to 
Custer State Park in South Dakota. One of her major achievements was running the Twin Cities Marathon 
when she was 44. She was an avid basketball fan for the College of Saint Benedict Blazers (now “Bennies”) 
team and was a regular at their home games and an occasional away game. She also loved getting to know 
the team outside of the game. She was an avid baseball and football fan, enjoying the Minnesota Twins 
and Vikings.  

S. Ione is survived by the members of her Benedictine community, her brother, David, and her sisters, 
Annette Meyer and Diane Schwinghammer, as well as nieces and nephews.  She was preceded in death by 
her parents and her sister, Louise Terrell.     

As a cantor, S. Ione recently sang, “Life is changed, not ended, for those who live by faith.”  We are confident 
that she now beholds her loving God face-to-face.


