
 
 
 
 
January 2, 2020 

 
Commissioner Joe Perske 
509 North 10th Street 
Sartell, MN  56377 
 
Dear Commissioner Perske, 

 
In his Executive Order (EO 13888), President Trump requires that state and local officials 

provide public written consent prior to the resettlement of refugees in any given area.  As our 
area commissioner, we are asking you to support the resettlement of refugees in the Saint Cloud 
and St.  Joseph, MN, areas through your written consent. 

We know that the majority of the refugees who have settled in this area are law -abiding 
and contributing citizens. One well known example is the “Dine and Dialogue” meetings held 
regularly at the St. Cloud Public library. Led by Hudda Ibrahim and Abdi Mahad, this program 
brings local citizens and refugees together in mutual understanding and acceptance. 
Refugees and immigrants enrich this area through the gifts, values and services they bring.  Saint 
Scholastica Convent in St. Cloud employs many persons of other cultures. These employees are 
capable and committed and have enriched our Benedictine community with their friendship and 
service. 

As a community of Benedictine sisters, we attest to the eagerness of refugees to learn 
English and the American culture through attendance at classes in  the local public schools as 
well as  classes held at both the College of Saint Benedict and the Spirituality Center  of Saint 
Benedict’s Monastery.  

As Governor Walz wrote in his letter of consent on December 13, 2019, “Minnesota has 
a strong moral tradition of welcoming those who seek refuge. Refugees strengthen our 
communities. Bringing new cultures and fresh perspectives, they contribute to the social fabric of 
our state. Opening businesses and supporting existing ones, they are critical to the success of our 
economy.”   

For the good of our area and to help those most in need, we, as constituents, urge you to 
ensure that Stearns county continues to welcome refugees. We encourage you to vote for consent 
at the upcoming Board of Commissioners meeting. If you have questions, please contact Sister 
Eunice Antony (eantoy@csbsju.edu) or Sister Mara Faulkner (mfaulkner@csbsju.edu.)  

Thank you for your service and for your attention to this critical issue. 
 

Sincerely,  
Benedictines for Peace and Justice 
St. benedict’s Monastery 
104 Chapel Lane 
St. Joseph, MN 56374 
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